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D.C. Congregations Read! 
 

"A City of Learning, a Promise for Our Children" 
 
 

A faith-based conference promoting school readiness, 
and reading skills for our city’s children. 

 

 
 

Wednesday, September 15, 2004 
8:00 a.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Peoples Congregational Church 
4704 13th Street, N.W. 

Washington, DC  20011 
 

 
 
 

D.C. Congregations Read! Conference 
 



 
Co-Conveners and Sponsors 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Dr. A. Knighton Stanley   Rev. Anthony Motley 
Peoples Congregational Church   Redemption Ministries 
Washington, DC    Washington, DC 

  
Rev. Terry D. Streeter    Rabbi Bruce Lustig 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church   Washington Hebrew Congregation 
Washington, DC    Washington, DC 

  
Rev. Ronald Braxton    Monsignor Raymond East  
Metropolitan AME Church   Catholic Archdiocese of Washington 
Washington, DC    Washington, DC 

  
Bishop Michael Kelsey, Sr.   Rev. Dr. Cheryl Sanders 
New Samaritan Baptist Church  Third Street Church of God 
Washington, DC    Washington, DC 

  
Imam Yusuf Saleem 
Masjid Muhammed 
Washington, DC 

 
 
Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Early Childhood Development 
 
Office of Religious Affairs, Executive Office of the Mayor 
 
Office of Early Childhood Development, Department of Human Services 
 
Serve DC, Executive Office of the Mayor  
 
Southeast Children’s Fund 
 
SPARK DC (NBCDI) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? By age 4, the average child in a welfare family might have 30 million fewer words of 
cumulative experience than the average child in a professional family. 

 



D.C. Congregations Read! Conference 
 

Conference Program and Schedule 
 
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast 
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Plenary Session – Sanctuary  
Welcome, Greetings, Invocation  
 
Keynote Speaker: 
Reverend Dr. Susan Newman 
Senior Advisor for Religious Affairs, Executive Office of the Mayor 
 
 
 

  
 
Overview/Mission of the Conference  
 
To encourage DC congregations and faith-based organizations to take ownership of the early 
education centers and literacy needs of the young children in their religious community or in the 
child care centers in their organization’s neighborhood by promoting literacy development and 
school readiness. 
 

Did you know? 69% of 4th graders in DC are reading below the national proficiency level (US 
Department of Education). 



D.C. Congregations Read! Conference  
 
10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Workshops/Panel Discussions 
 
Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success 
Luisa Montero and Pat Henry, Mayor’s Office o  Partnerships and Grants Development f
• Finding Resources for Your Program  
• Writing Proposals that funders want to fund 

 
Setting Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program  
Ms. Crystal Simon, Education Initiatives Manager, Serve DC 
• What's involved in setting up a program? 
• The basics of volunteer management  

 
Reading Aloud to Children 
Early Childhood Leadership Institute/UDC (This training is required for all DHS Reads! Volunteers attending.) 

• Why it’s important 
• Reading out loud and how to make it fun  
• Books your kids will talk about!   

 
Children and Adult Literacy  

• The Religious Education Path 
 

Setting Up Your Own Early Childhood Program 
Ms. Kathy Manning, Supervisory Program Monitor, OECD, DHS 
Dr. Cynthia Bell, State Education Office 
Ms. Denise McKoy and Ms. Valerie Ware, Department of Health  

• Licensing to Literacy and Everything in Between!  
• How to Participate in the Childcare Subsidy Program and the Child and Adult Care Food 

Program 
 
12:15 p.m.– 1:15 p.m.  Box Lunch and Exhibitors 
Walk and enjoy a box lunch while visiting with exhibitors. Gather additional materials and learn more 
about the resources available for your church or community program. 
 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Workshops/Panel Discussions 
 
Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success 
Lafayette Barnes, Gretchen Greiner, Mayor’s Office of Partnerships and Grants Development 
• Finding Resources for Your Program  
• Writing Proposals that funders want to fund 
 
Community Resources in Literacy  
Mr. Jeff Carter, DC Learns; Ms. Susan Schatten, Ready to Learn 
Ms. Sara Meier, Reading is Fundamental 

• How to make them work for you!  
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Setting-Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program   
Ms. Crystal Simon, Education Initiatives Manager, Serve DC 
• What's involved in setting up a program? 
• The basics of volunteer management  
 
Reading Aloud to Children  
Early Childhood Leadership Institute, UDC (This training is required for all DHS Reads! Volunteers attending.) 

• Why it’s important 
• Reading out loud and how to make it fun.   
• Books your kids will talk about!   
 
 

Did you know? There are roughly 60,750 children ages 0-8 in the District.  (2000 Census data).  
Approximately 35% of these children live in poverty. There is a direct correlation between poverty and 
illiteracy. 

 
 
After-school Toolbox  
Mr. Kendall Joyner, Children and Youth Investment Trust Corporation 

• The Necessary Tools to Setting Up a Successful After School Program 
 
Promoting Ready Communities and Ready Children 
Ms. Andrea Young, Project Director, SPARK DC 

• How Congregations Can Help Children be Ready for School 
 
3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Sanctuary/Closing Plenary 
– Next Steps: Planning the Strategy 
 
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall – Meeting with Exhibitors 
 
Networking/Fellowship Reception 
Entertainment by Recording Artist and Educator, Davey Yarborough, a member of the Peoples 
Congregational Church and a noted jazz musician throughout the metropolitan area. Special appearance 
by Clifford the Big Red Dog! 
 
Conference Concludes 
 
(Schedule subject to change.) 
 
 

For directions to the conference visit, www.peoplescongregationalchurch.org 

The DC Congregations Read! project is made possible in part by the Early Learning Opportunities Act 
grant from the Child Care Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The contents, 
opinions, views, and positions of the respective presenters do not represent the official views of the 
funding agency nor does the publication in any way constitute an endorsement. Such opinions, views, 
and positions are not necessarily those of the producers or grantors. 

 

http://www.peoplescongregationalchurch.org/


D.C. Congregations Read! Conference 
Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

 
 
 
To help us better prepare you for an informative and worthwhile conference experience, 
please check the session(s) and other conference functions you plan to attend.  
 
 
 

Workshops/Panel Discussions 
10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  
 

 Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success 
 Setting Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program  
 Reading Aloud to Children 
 Children and Adult Literacy  
 Setting Up Your Own Early Childhood Program 

 
12:15 p.m.– 1:15 p.m.  (Please indicate diet restrictions on registration form.) 

 Box Lunch and Exhibitors 
 
Workshops/Panel Discussions 
1:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
  

 Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success 
 Community Resources in Literacy  
 Setting-Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program   
 Reading Aloud to Children  
 After-school Toolbox  
 Promoting Ready Communities and Ready Children 

 
Sanctuary/Closing Plenary 
3:15 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.   
 
Fellowship Hall – Meeting with Exhibitors 
4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

 Networking/Fellowship Reception 

 

Please  cut and return this page return with your 
payment and completed registration form. See reverse. 

Thank you! 

 



D.C. Congregations Read! Conference 
Wednesday, September 15, 2004 

Peoples Congregational Church 
4704 13th Street, N.W., Washington, DC  20011 

 
"A City of Learning, a Promise for Our Children" 

 
Registration Form (Important) Please read ALL information below before completing your registration form.  
Please  cut and return this page return with your payment and completed registration form. 
 

1. CONTACT/BADGE INFORMATION – All correspondence concerning the D.C. Congregations Read! Will be sent to the 
primary mailing or e-mail address provided below. If you elect NOT to have your contact information available to third 
parties, please check .  Please print/type and complete form in its entirety.  

 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
FORMAL NAME (LAST, FIRST, MI)   PREFERED NAME (NAME BADGE) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CHURCH//ORGANIZATION/FIRM/COMPANY   TITLE 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS       D.C. Ward (e.g., 1,2,3 etc.) 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CITY   STATE   POSTAL/ZIP CODE 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE   FAX   E-MAIL ADDRESS 

 
 
2.  CONFERENCE PRE REGISTRATION FEE $10.00 per person (please list additional names below.) 
                
3. PAYMENT– Full payment must accompany your registration form. Please send the total amount.  There are no refunds. 
Check/money order payable and mail to: Southeast Children’s Fund, c/o DC Congregations Read, 4224 6th Street, S.E. 
Washington, DC  20032.  Payments must be drawn in U.S. dollars. Do not send cash in the mail.  Payment will be 
accepted on site. TOTAL ENCLOSED $ ___________ 

 
 
Special Needs: Please check appropriate box. 
 

 Sign Language Interpreter  Language Interpreter (please specify): ___________________________ 
 

 Diet Restrictions (please specify): _______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
*Additional Names: 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name     Organization 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name     Organization 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name     Organization 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Full Name     Organization 

 

Did you know? Young people who are not fluent readers and writers by the end of 3rd grade may 
never catch up to their peers.  


	"A City of Learning, a Promise for Our Children"
	"A City of Learning, a Promise for Our Children"
	Wednesday, September 15, 2004
	
	
	Washington, DC  20011
	
	
	
	D.C. Congregations Read! Conference
	Co-Conveners and Sponsors
	Conference Program and Schedule








	Overview/Mission of the Conference
	Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success
	Luisa Montero and Pat Henry, Mayor’s Office of Pa

	Setting Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program
	Setting Up Your Own Early Childhood Program
	
	
	
	
	
	Ms. Kathy Manning, Supervisory Program Monitor, OECD, DHS






	Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success
	Community Resources in Literacy
	
	
	
	
	
	Ms. Sara Meier, Reading is Fundamental




	Setting-Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program


	After-school Toolbox
	
	
	
	
	
	Mr. Kendall Joyner, Children and Youth Investment Trust Corporation






	Promoting Ready Communities and Ready Children
	
	
	
	
	
	Ms. Andrea Young, Project Director, SPARK DC






	Networking/Fellowship Reception
	Conference Concludes
	(Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success
	(Setting Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program
	(Setting Up Your Own Early Childhood Program
	(Finding Funding 101: Steps to Success
	(Community Resources in Literacy
	
	(Setting-Up a Volunteer Read-Aloud Program


	(After-school Toolbox
	(Promoting Ready Communities and Ready Children
	
	Fellowship Hall – Meeting with Exhibitors


	(Networking/Fellowship Reception
	Please ( cut and return this page return with your
	payment and completed registration form. See reverse.
	D.C. Congregations Read! Conference
	
	
	"A City of Learning, a Promise for Our Children"



	Registration Form (Important) Please read ALL information below before completing your registration form.  Please ( cut and return this page return with your payment and completed registration form.
	Special Needs: Please check appropriate box.
	
	
	Full NameOrganization
	_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Full NameOrganization





